[Intrauterine and perinatal mortality: comparative analysis of 3,904 necropsies, Hospital de Clínicas, Curitiba, from 1960 to 1995]
OBJECTIVE: To analyze the influence of the perinatal, fetal or maternal pathological processes in the induction of intra or extrauterine death as a guideline to a better perinatal medical assistance.METHODS: The authors studied retrospectively 3,094 consecutive necropsy cases carried out in stillborn fetuses (NM) and newborns (ON) in the period between 1960 and 1995 in the SAP of HC, Curitiba. The data analyzed included sex, time of gestation and causes of death of fetus and newborns. All maternal conditions that might have contributed to intra or extrauterine fetal death were also studied.RESULTS: The prevalence of intrauterine death due to maternal diseases was two times higher than extrauterine. In contrast, the fetal diseases were responsible mainly for extrauterine deaths. Primary placental diseases were responsible for 30% of the deaths with low time of gestation and 40% of them in the end of gestation. The same group of diseases was responsible for only 15-9% of the extrauterine deaths. Diseases of labor contributed to 12-20% of deaths after birth while only 7 to 17% of intrauterine deaths.CONCLUSION: Necropsy studies contribute to the identification of pathologic processes which affect the patients of any medical center. If a pregnancy is associated with a certain disease, the epidemiologic data of this study can help to identify the period of major risk of death of the fetus or newborn.